V.    CONSERVATION

The Department of Archaeology   selected a few  monuments  for  conservation  in   the  year
1978-79 and the details of those are given below.

Qutubshahi  Monuments,  Golconda, Hyderabad

On the south of river Naramada, w? find three distinct styles of Islamic architecture viz. the Bah-
mani, the Adil Shahi and the Qutub Shahi. The Qiitub Shahi style is remarkable for its grandeur of
conception and boldness of construction. The royal tombs of Qjitub Shahi kings mark the evolution .of
a new architectural form in the Islamic architecture. The decorated galleries, encircling the minars,
richness of stucco designs and the amalgamation of Persian, Pathan and Hindu styles are some of the chief
features of this style.

These monuments range in height from 30 to 50 metres in elevation with an elaborate dome,
at the top of which kalasas of 8.10 metres height are fixed. The symbolic representation of kalasa
is 'God is ultimate and supreme*.

The kalasa on the tomb of Muhammad Qutub Shah, has fallen down due to recent cyclonic
gales and broke to pieces, which necessitated a thorough conservation and it's re-erection in the original place.
The kalasa is fixed originally ou a wooden mast of 15 cm. diameter with necessary packings. After a few
years of fixing, the wooden mast decayed and yielded to the impact of heavy gales, ultimately breaking
at the base. To avoid such recurrence, we have introduced a circular steel pipe instead of a wooden
mast. The kalasa pieces, thoroughly repaired and restored to the original shape, have been carefully
taken to the top of the dome, using pulleys and is re-erected.

Preservation of Akkanna Sarai and Siva Ganga, Maheswaran* village, Rangareddy District

Towards the south of Hyderabad city is a village called Maheswaram at a distance of 37 kms.
Here the Akkanna Sarai and Siva Ganga have been constructed by the minister of Sultan Abul Hasan
Thanisha, the last king of Qutub Shahi dynasty. The Sarai was named after Akkanna posthumously,
It is a beautiful running gallery, which has been disturbed by the local miscreants and needed immediate
protection. To stop all unlawful entries into the Sarai area, the fallen portions have been re-erected
and a gate is fixed at the main entrance in tune with the old architecture.

At Siva Ganga, the tank is surrounded by 16 minor shrines and adorned by a beautiful shrine
in it's mid. Due to continuous water in the sub-soil, level settlements have taken place at all the minor
shrines, and rank-vegetation sprang up from the joints. The entire rank vegetation has been cleared
off and some of the stones that have gone out of plumb were refixed.
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